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Director Spotlight: Fr. Daniel Liu
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” (Gal 5:1)
College can be seen by many as a time of new freedoms: freedom to make your own choices and to
determine the kind of life you want. But for many students, choices without direction leads to slavery
because, inevitably, there arise pressures from peers, society, and wounded desires that keep them from
being truly joyful.
Aware of all these obstacles to a true and authentic freedom, Jesus our Lord breaks into our fears and
anxieties to give us permission to listen to a different voice and not give in to the temptation of a false
freedom. Jesus affirms and releases us of these false forms of freedom. He gives permission to admit our
weaknesses and to seek mercy, permission to not be afraid of living out our faith and share it lovingly,
permission to trust in how God guides us and instructs us through His Church.
This is one of the primary messages we want to communicate to our youth: you have permission from God to be who you were made
to be, to be a sinner seeking mercy, to be a child of a loving Father, to be loved by the God of true love and freedom.
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.”
Indeed, this is the new life to which God calls us all. You will see throughout this newsletter the students who come to St. Peter Catholic
Student Center and are courageously following Jesus. Courageous because we can so easily get
trapped simply in ourselves! Jesus calls us out of ourselves to truly encounter Him so that we
might live this new life, a life that is true, good, and beautiful.
And so, as you peruse the pages, please say a little prayer for our hundreds of students and those,
especially, who have yet to come to St. Peter for Mass, fellowship, and the love God offers us
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist. Our
hope remains to reach more of our “children of the light and of the day” (1 Thess 5:5) in the midst
of so much darkness and turmoil in their young adult lives.
Finally, I want to say a special word of thanksgiving for the tremendous fruitfulness of our
recent Matching Gift Sunday campaign that raised over $80,000, far surpassing previous years.
The impact of your gifts will be evident in our ability to better support the 750 new Catholic Freshman and the close to 3,000 Catholics
university-wide.
May the little glimpses of our Catholic campus ministry you read about give you renewed hope in how every generation is called to
seek a true and lasting freedom and how God is faithful in seeking us out in our searching.
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Beauty will save the world!
Perhaps you’re already familiar with the famous
Dostoevsky quote. At. St. Peter, some folks are
hard at work engaging the transforming power
of Beauty. Take for instance, Rachel McCormick,
a sophomore Choral Scholar at Baylor. She
demonstrates her love of God by contributing
to the ever-expanding choir. Alongside
Rachel McCormick
Amanda Sawyer, a grad student who’s been an
intern for over a year and helps prepare and develop our sheet
music and a new library of work, we continue to be blessed by
these young ladies and all those engaged in aesthetic renewal.

Under the direction of Dr.
Janya Martin, a language
professor at Baylor, the
music ministry at St. Peter
has become a profound
source of inspiration given
St. Peter’s New Allen Organ
advancements in four-part
harmony, instrumental accompaniment and Gregorian Chant.
Most wonderfully, the donation of a new Allen organ in the spring
will even further enhance and elevate worship; so be listening for
this new addition after the new year.

New Council Members and Development Staff
Robert Tunmire
Robert has 40 years of experience in
the franchising industry as a corporate
leader at Dwyer Group. Robert has taken
a very active role in the training of all
new franchisees leading to exceptional
growth of Dwyer Group brands. He leads
the franchise development team and
speaks with many of the franchisees on
a regular basis. Active in his parish and throughout the Austin
Diocese, Robert has served on the board of directors for the
National Fellowship of Catholic Men and is actively leading the
Central Texas Fellowship of Catholic Men in Waco. Alongside his
wife, Kitty, and children, Robert’s faith and dedication to serve
the Catholic campus ministry at St. Peter Catholic Student Center
remains a tremendous impact transforming the lives of young
adults at Baylor.

Celina Basaldu
Celina was born and raised in
Brownsville, TX. At the ripe old age of
10 years old, Celina stepped foot onto
Baylor’s campus for the first time and it
was love ever since. At Baylor, she made
St. Peter her home away from home by
being involved in various apostolates.
She also spent time studying and
graduated with her Bachelor of Social
Work in 2012, followed by a Master of Social Work in 2013. Celina
took her love for the time she had at St. Peter to the professional
world as she currently serves as a campus minister at SMU
Catholic Campus Ministry in Dallas. On the Leadership Council,
Celina hopes to use the gifts and talents the Lord provided to give
back to St. Peter, no longer as a student, but as an alum, disciple,
and campus minister in support of St. Peter Catholic Student
Center at Baylor University.

Bill and Lupita
Winters
Bill and Lupita Winters are cradle
Catholics who live in San Antonio,
TX and are the parents of two
daughters. Their older daughter
Katie, graduated from Baylor
University in May of 2016 and is
currently working on her PhD in Neuroscience. Their younger
daughter Brittany is a Junior at Baylor University, where she is
a Business Fellow with a focus on Economics and Finance with
a minor in English. Bill is a native New Yorker, graduate of Park
University, and works for the Department of the Air Force as
well as serving as a Commander in the US Navy Reserve. Lupita
is a native Texan, graduate of St. Mary’s University and works for
the Northside School District teaching computer technology to
elementary school students. They are active supporters of St. Peter
Catholic Student Center which has served as a second home for
their daughters.

Luke Ungarino
Development Intern
Luke is a proud native of New Orleans
entering his senior year at Baylor. As a
University Scholar he enrolls in a wide
range of courses dealing with political and
economic theory as well as philosophy in
literature. He finds Baylor both intellectually
stimulating and the perfect place for a Catholic to grow in
formation. The development internship gives Luke an opportunity
to see all the behind-the-scenes work of fundraising. For his thesis,
Luke is creating a system for nonprofits to improve efficiency
by developing cross-cultural employee programs. Luke’s time
outside the classroom is spent swimming, helping organize
lectures for the Thomistic Institute at Baylor, and leading an
informal intellectual gathering called Convivium.

A Pilgrimage to Poland: WYD 2016 and St. Faustina
Emily Archer writes: My favorite stop on the pilgrimage was
actually our first stop after Warsaw: in Derdy, a tiny spot in the
woods where the Sisters have a chapel and some residence
buildings, one
of which Sr.
Faustina had
occupied at one
time. We spent
about two days
here, the place
Sr. Faustina aptly
likened to “a fairy
tale.” This was
where I most
experienced the
mercy of God and the peace that comes with it. Yes, Confession
had a lot to do with it, but the quietness and tranquility and sheer
beauty of nature I encountered was… indescribable, for someone
who has lived in a Texas suburb for most of her life. The grass was
soft, the air was cool, and the things that should be green were
green. Our small group spent time getting to know each other, but
there was also plenty of time for reflection and time with Jesus. I
really believe that the quiet and simple beauty of that little idyllic
spot in the woods helped open my heart to the graces I received
there. We were blessed to have two English-speaking priests with
us, who offered Mass and heard confessions. One of them also gave
two short talks about
mercy that really blew
me away. It’s amazing
what God knows you
need to hear right
when you need to hear
it. It was here in Derdy
where I think I really
began to understand
what it means to trust
in God, to entrust
everything to Him.

Burgundy Mendoza writes: Emily and I had the privilege of
experiencing Poland with St. Maria Faustina Kowalska this past
summer. We traveled to several cities in Poland with the Sisters of
Our Lady of Mercy (the order to which St. Faustina belonged.) We
essentially “followed in her footsteps” and visited many of the
convents she was placed in throughout her life. We visited her place
of birth/baptism, the place where Jesus appeared to her as the
Divine Mercy image, the current Shrine of Divine Mercy, and several
other convents which remembered her. We also were able to visit
the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa and the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Concentration Camp. We had mass at the Church Of The Holy Trinity
and Dominican Monastery with the body of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati
and venerated numerous relics throughout Poland of St. Pope
John Paul II, St. Maximilian Kolbe, and St.
Faustina. We also were honored to be
very close to Pope Francis when he visited
the Sisters at the Divine Mercy Shrine. We
then, of course participated in the World
Youth Day 2016 events with the Sisters
of Our Lady of Mercy, who were kind
enough to share their VIP seats with us at
these events.
I would have to say that my favorite part of our trip was staying
in the convent in Płock where Jesus appeared to St. Faustina as He
is in the Divine Mercy Image. I was one of three women that stayed
at this specific convent for several days of the journey.  Everything
about this convent brought me utter peace. From seeing the
locals stream into the adoration chapel at the Hour of Mercy to
seeing the way the Sisters love and enjoy life with one another,
I almost didn’t want to leave to Krakow for World Youth Day. I
grew especially close to one Sister (Sr. Hedwig from Hungary)
who taught me about the joy that can be found in carrying
out ones daily tasks. I honestly never thought community life
in a convent would be filled with so much laughter and hilarity.
I still have a long way to go in my journey of discernment, but
living with the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy shined a new
beautiful light on my perception of what it means to be
joyful and faithful to God in everything.

Vocation Spotlight – Seminarian Daniel Parizek
Daniel began considering a vocation to the
priesthood all the way back in 5th grade.
Attending Catholic schools up until high
school where his principal, a religious nun,
served to model a life of self-sacrifice and
service. Moving into his undergraduate
years at University of Oklahoma studying
geology, he immersed himself into a life of
academics and activities, not forgetting but
still in need of the powerful hand of God to move him into further
discernment.

Now at Baylor in the fall of 2014, Daniel began to read more
on spirituality and found the encouragement and atmosphere
at St. Peter Catholic Student Center quite conducive to a full
discernment. Reading Brother Lawrence’s The Practice the Presence
of God, Daniel was further inclined to dig deep, join FOCUS, do a
consecration to Jesus through Mary, and courageously contact his
home diocese vocations director.
Now in seminary for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Daniel
quotes in our conversation Martha Robin “the Eucharist is the source
of all healing.” Please pray for him and all our seminarians who have
discerned vocations while at the St. Peter Catholic Student Center.

Fall Activities

Bear Awakening Coordinators

FOCUS Spotlight: Missionaries
Hi, my name is Kaitlin Gilday and this year I am serving as our FOCUS Team
Director. I am from Pelham, NH and received my Bachelor›s and Master›s degree in
Elementary Education from the University of Connecticut. It was during my time in
college that I encountered Jesus Christ through the witness of a FOCUS missionary
and the formation of a Bible study and discipleship. Upon graduation, I knew that
I too had a call to serve the New Evangelization by «making disciples of all nations»
through the apostolate of FOCUS. I am excited to enter into my fourth year on
staff and am constantly amazed by the work He has done in my own life and the lives
of the students I encounter on campus.
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Hi, my name is Eric Goetz and I’m from Grinnell, KS. I attended Fort Hays State for
college where I received a bachelor’s in Medical Diagnostic Imaging in 2013. I worked
in the hospital setting for 2 years before joining FOCUS in June 2015. I enjoyed a
blessed and fruitful year last academic year serving as a full-time missionary here at
Baylor, and I can’t wait to see what God has planned for me this year in Waco and in
my time with FOCUS.
Hi, my name is Andrew Nistler. I was raised in the Big Sky state of Montana. After
receiving a nursing degree from Benedictine College in May of 2013, I served two
years as a FOCUS missionary at Texas State University. This previous year I was
pursuing the priesthood at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver, CO.
Early this summer the Lord called me out of seminary, and at the end of the summer,
He called me to work as a FOCUS missionary again. I am excited to be serving at
Baylor University, and I am glad that God has given me the courage to say yes to the
roller-coaster of life He has lead me on. Life with Christ is an Awesome Adventure!
Hi, my name is Gabrielle de la Torre. I am a recent art graduate from Colorado State
University. I was raised in a tightly knit family in Fort Collins, Colorado. Beginning my
journey as a FOCUS missionary, I would ask you for many prayers that I might serve
our Baylor students with a joyful and sacrificial heart.
Hi, my name is Samantha White and I’m from from Georgetown, Texas. I graduated
from Texas A&M University class of 2015 with a degree in Psychology. I am a first year
FOCUS missionary with my first assignment to Baylor University. During my time in
college I really became aware of how many students were suffering and longing and
could not fill the void in their heart. It became clear that this void was Jesus Christ,
and that these students did not yet know Him. This is what led me to join FOCUS as a
full-time on-campus missionary.

Below: Thanks, Dan and Sarah of Petrus
Consulting, for all your hard work over the years.
You’ve been tremendous in helping us build a
solid development program.

Flame of Virtue
By Jesse Watters
In Dante’s Purgatory, he understands that the cardinal virtues
(prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude) are an integral part of
Christian virtue. In order to demonstrate their purpose for Christians,
Dante says in Canto I of his Purgatory
Then I turned to the right, setting my mind / upon the other pole,
and saw four stars / … Heaven appeared to revel in their flames …
After my eyes took leave of those four stars, turning a little toward
the other pole… I saw a solitary patriarch / near me… the rays of
the four holy stars so framed / his face with light that in my sight he
seemed / like one who is confronted by the sun.
First and foremost, the cardinal virtues orient, forcing our gaze
towards the East, the region of the rising sun. They reveal to us the
Good, True, and Beautiful. They “[frame the] face with light… like
one who is confronted by the sun.”
Furthermore, in so far as things are Good, they are related to
God. The cardinal virtues as such have an eschatological purpose. In
Stratford Caldecott’s The Seven Sacraments: Entering the Mysteries
of God, he compares the cardinal virtues to different sacraments:
prudence with Holy Orders, justice with Reconciliation, temperance
with Marriage, and fortitude with Extreme Unction. Here we see
more clearly the cardinal virtues’ eschatological purpose. Just as
those four sacraments are meant to prepare us to participate in the
greatest three sacraments, and, above all, the Most Holy Sacrament
of the Altar, so too are the cardinal virtues meant to prepare us for
the theological virtues. The cardinal virtues orient us and set us
aglow; they reveal to us the Good, True, and Beautiful; they prepare
us for Love.
Dante also mentions the theological virtues of faith, hope, and
love implicitly in a conversation with Virgil just as he is entering into
Purgatory proper.
And my guide: “Son, what are you staring at?” / And I replied: “I’m
watching those three torches / with which this southern pole is
all aflame.” / Then he to me “the four bright stars you saw / this
morning now are low, beyond the pole, / and where those four stars
were these three now are.”

The four cardinal virtues have been replaced by the three
theological ones. Orientation has culminated in participation.
The three virtues now allow for participation in God’s economy of
grace. We are baptized into grace by faith, confirmed into grace in
hope, and receive the consummation of grace in Love in the very
Sacrament of Love.
Consider the story of the Burning Bush and the language like
“torches,” and “all aflame” that Dante uses. Through the theological
virtues, we reflect the image of the burning bush. We become like
Gandalf, the “servant of the Secret Fire, wielder of the Flame of Anor.”
As the Gospel according to St. Matthew teaches us, Christ Himself
baptizes us “with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” At Confirmation the
Secret Fire comes nearer to us still, and, as it was at Pentecost, “there
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them.” And then, in the consummation of all virtues and sacraments,
the Flame of Life enters into us and we become the burning bush. Love
itself enters into the womb of our spirit. It causes our entire being to be
enflamed. This is exemplified in an old monk’s tale.
Abba Joseph said to Abba Lot: “You cannot be a monk unless
you become like a consuming fire.” To this, Abba Lot responded,
describing the measure of his surrender to the flames: “Abba, as far
as I can I say my little office, I fast a little, I pray and meditate, I live in
peace and as far as I can, I purify my thoughts. What else can I do?”
Abba Joseph stood up and stretched his hands towards heaven. His
fingers became like ten lamps of fire and he said to him, “If you will,
you can become all flame.”
The life of virtue is a surrender to
the Flame of Love; an orientation and
participation in the life of the divine; a
service to the Secret Fire. Life becomes “a
vast monstrance filled with God’s presence.”
It becomes something done in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit: the paragon of love, surrender, and
gift. God grants us virtue so that “[He] may
be all in all.”

Best Ways to Support St. Peter Catholic Student Center:
Our students rely on your prayers and private individual donations to support the many ministries, programs, and activities which are
offered at St. Peter's. Please consider making an impact gift in the lives of the 3,000+ Catholics at Baylor!
Here are a just few ways to support our growing Catholic community:
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Gifts - lic
Consider a gift of insurance, Charitable Gift
- Intercession
Cath
rPrayers
Cath
lic & Mass intentions for the souls andBayl rPlanned
Annuity, or bequest
lives of students
Collection
Tree - Gifts
rSunday
Cath
lic- All first collection tithing goes directly
Bayl rGiving
Cath
licin excess of $500 to benefit our growing
to St. Peter Catholic Student Center
endownment
Faith Society
For more information, set up a tour, or to make a donation, visit:
rLiving
Cath
lic - Automatic monthly gifts directly
support the operational budget (EFT/CC)
www.baylorcatholic.org
rReceptions
Cath- Lovelicthrowing parties? Avid socialite? Consider Contact: John Smith, Director of Development
holding a small reception to generate support!

johnsmith@baylorcatholic.org ~ 608-886-5355

St. Peter Catholic Student Center
P.O. Box 6060
1415 S. 9th Street
Waco, Texas 76706
Phone: (254) 757-0636

SCHEDULE

(During the School Year)

Sunday Mass
9:30 am, 11:30 am, 9 pm
Extraordinary Form Latin
Saturday 5:30 pm
Daily Schedule
Mass: M, T, Th, F 5:30pm
Mass: W 12:15pm
Confession: 4:30pm
Adoration: 4:30pm
STAFF
Director
Fr. Daniel Liu
FrDaniel@baylorcatholic.org
Director of Development
John Smith
JohnSmith@baylorcatholic.org
Center Coordinator
Amy Lopez
AmyLopez@baylorcatholic.org
Music Director
Dr. Janya Martin
Janya_Martin@baylor.edu

UPCOMING
EVENTS
San Antonio Reception......Nov 5
Dallas Fall Social................. Nov 11
(sponsored by BCAA)

CSA Christmas Coffee......... Dec 2
Benefactor’s Mass...............Feb 10
For more information visit
www.baylorcatholic.org

Like us on Facebook!
Alumni: Let us know who you are,
what year you graduated, and
what you are doing now! We’d
love to hear from you!

World Youth Day 2016 – Poland

