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Leadership Spotlight
in Memoriam – Ray Snokhous

W

e were saddened late February to learn of the passing of Mr.
Ray Snokhous. In addition to being an important voice on the
Leadership Council of St. Peter Catholic Student Center, Ray and his lovely
wife, Clarice, have been members of the St. Gregory Society for years,
attending the Latin Mass when they could make it down to Waco from
their home in West.
Ray was a man of remarkable achievements: a veteran of the Korean
War, a successful lawyer and businessman, and the Honorary Consul
General of the Czech Republic for the State of Texas. But above all, he was
a faithful Catholic who radiated Christian joy and humility. Seeing Ray
was a gift because he lit up a room with his contagious smile and warm
conversation.
The funeral Mass and burial took place February 29 at St. Mary of the
Assumption in West. Those who attended prayed for his repose and
prayed in thanksgiving for the gift of his life. Following the Mass, a number
of his friends, including the Czech ambassador, gave moving testimonials
to Ray’s great gifts,
talents, achievements
(too many awards
to list here!), and
yes, even some mischief. We were honored to have him in our community and
worshipping with us, and we give thanks for the friendship of Ray and Clarice.
Requiem aeternam dona ei, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat ei. Requiescat in pace.
“Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he
rest in peace.”
This remembrance largely excerpted from a tribute by Dr. Michael Foley.
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Director Spotlight—Fr. Daniel Liu
He is Risen! Alleluia! A happy Eastertide to all.
The Lord has continued to be gracious to us during this
extraordinary Year of Mercy. I wanted to thank you for helping us
with your prayers and generous support and to share with you
through this newsletter some of the recent blessings of the past
few months.
Here are a few of the highlights:

had the blessing
Bayl rWeCath
lic of Auxiliary Bishop of Austin Daniel

Garcia celebrate Confirmation Mass and confirm 12 Catholics
here. Also, we initiated 8 new Catholics into the Church at
the Easter Vigil and we expect to welcome a few more into
the Church this Easter season.

Bayl r Cath lic

had over 40 lic
students attend the annual Texas March and
Bayl rWeCath
Rally for Life in Austin.

of our students
Bayl rSeveral
Cath
lic had life-changing experiences

Our FOCUS missionaries and over 25 of our student leaders
attended a 4-day Catholic student leadership conference in
Dallas (with over 3000 students from around the country) at
the end of their Christmas break that equipped and inspired
them to take ownership of the Church’s call to discipleship
and evangelization. Through prayer, scripture study and
participation in the sacraments, these students are striving
to live Christ and Church centered lives and, in turn, to reach
out to others to invite them to fully commit themselves to
Jesus and His mission.

going on a Spring Break mission trip to Mexico City, serving
abandoned women there.

Lastly, I would like to introduce our new director of development,
John Smith, and our new student intern, Addison Tenorio. John
and his wife Jessica moved all the way from Chicago to join our
community. They have been vital to our mission here and I invite
you to read their introductions in this newsletter.
Thank you again for all that you do to help us. Please continue to
keep us in your prayers and I will do the same for you.

Staff Spotlights
Director of Development—John Smith
I was born and raised in Indianapolis,
where my wife, Jessica, and I met in 2005.
We’ve spent much of our married life in
the Midwest (married over 9 years!). Most
recently, we moved from the Chicago area.
While we miss the White Sox and Second
City, we love Texas hospitality! Our first few
months here have been abundantly blessed.
Raised in an Episcopal community, I sought something more after
a deep conversion to Christ, and in 2005 was received into full
communion in the Catholic Church. I graduated that same year
with my Masters in Philanthropic Studies from the IU Lilly Family
School of Philanthropy in Indianapolis. Besides a lot of fundraising
& development work, I’ve worked as a director of religious
education, parish administrator, ACT tutor, and even in the oil field!
People often ask me how I like Waco, and I always say, “I love it!”
Both my wife and I feel truly blessed to be here and profoundly
welcomed by the community. We’ve met a lot of folks, but if
you’ve not gotten a chance to say hello, please do so. If you’re not
in town, drop me a line! St. Peter reflects such faith, hope, and
love. Thank you!

Ministry Intern Program—Addison Tenorio
I am a sophomore Medical Humanities
major with Philosophy and Spanish minors,
and am the new Ministry Intern of St.
Peter. I like to help with meals, activities,
development administration, or gather
students to make meals for the homeless,
but I almost didn’t come to Baylor!
My dad actually recommended against attending Baylor. He didn’t
have a great experience as a Catholic at Baylor Dental. He knew
of the main campus’ good reputation, but he didn’t want my
experience to be marked by antagonistic challenges to my faith.
When I visited Baylor I decided it had a lot to offer. The community
of St. Peter was a huge part of that. The Catholic Student
Association (CSA) and St. Peter were immediately on her radar-even before touring. I was really drawn to St. Peter rather than other
parishes because it uniquely serves students and their needs.
I started attending daily Mass and a furthered my love affair with
Confession (my life-long favorite sacrament). I met more people as a result
of attending daily Mass and even started studying here. I aspire to be a
medical ethicist, and am preparing for law school. I’ve got a busy schedule,
but I’m pretty much always at St. Peter!

Mexico City Mission Trip
Preparing for Mexico City,
we were told, “When you
encounter God, there will
be great joy, but also great
sorrow.” Our group of FOCUS
missionaries, a priest, and
college students were told we
were each a missionary doing
God’s service every day.
We were to serve the
women of Villa de Mujeres and encounter Jesus in
everyone we met.
The women’s shelter condition was heartbreaking.
We saw the abandoned, bruised, hungry, anxious,
and dying filling the buildings, congregating near
radios, and sitting on the bare ground to feel
the warm sunshine and breathe fresh air. Every
interaction revealed more shelter needs.

Missionaries:
Andi Kitten, Ella Carbonara,
Cristina Diez, Josh Urrutia, Jake
Shanley, Alex Jones, Kaitlin Gilday

For one woman, I only had a warming hug to offer.
I will never forget those beautiful women’s eyes
and seeing the face of Jesus in them. Through
these encounters, my life changed forever. As
promised, I found incredible sorrow, but also
overwhelming joy in Mexico City. –Andi Kitten

Vocation Spotlight: Jackson and Megan
I get to marry my best friend! Jackson and I met in class, and had
lunch afterwards. As a new convert, Jackson loved talking about
relics, ethics, history, and faith with me, a convert in the workings.
On the eve of the Feast of St. Agnes, Jackson asked St. Agnes for
a dream with his future wife (an old tradition). Oddly enough, I
appeared in his dream. As friends interested in other people, this
was confusing. He didn’t forget though, and asked me out. Years
later, he proposed on that same eve of the Feast of St. Agnes.
Between this strange dream and discerning our vocation,
there were a lot of experiences – mostly at St. Peters. We were
surrounded by friends during our discernment. Seeing Jackson
with friends revealed a lot to me, and vice versa. Purposefully, we
were attentive and willing to serve others, rather than draw into
ourselves. The vibrant St. Peter community made this possible.
The other powerful grace in our discernment were many families
at St. Peters. The living example of faithful Catholic marriage
is powerfully transformative. Families welcomed us into their
homes, allowed us to babysit, tutor, and teach their children, and

showed us the abundant beauty of Catholic family. Our hearts
gravitated to the vocation of Catholic marriage and parenthood.
Jackson and I begin graduate school next year, however our
primary vocation will remain serving each other and any
entrusted children, and in doing so, dedicating our lives to Christ.

Spring Activities
Bear Awakening
Retreat

FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) is a nationwide apostolate
whose mission is to meet students where they are and then invite them into a
relationship with Christ and His Church. FOCUS missionaries win students over and
build them up through Bible studies, outreach events, mission trips, one-on-one
discipleship, and just living life with students. Once students have been built up and
are pursuing lives of virtue and excellence, missionaries then send these students out
on campus to spread the good news of Christ and win others over to Him. At Baylor,
we currently have 35 students functioning as missionaries in this capacity. There are
166 active Bible study participants in a total of 33 Bible studies – 27 of which are led by
students!
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Hi, my name is Kaitlin Gilday. I am from Pelham, NH and received my Bachelor’s and
Master’s degree in Elementary Education from the University of Connecticut. During
college I encountered Jesus Christ through the witness of a FOCUS missionary and
the formation of a Bible study and discipleship. Upon graduation, I knew I had a call to
serve the New Evangelization by “making disciples of all nations” through the apostolate
of FOCUS. I am excited to enter into my fourth year on staff next fall and am constantly
amazed by the work He has done in my own life and the lives of the students I
encounter on campus.
Hi, my name is Eric Goetz and I am from Grinnell, KS. I received a bachelor’s in Medical
Diagnostic Imaging in 2013 from Fort Hays State. I worked in the hospital setting for 2
years before joining FOCUS in June 2015. It’s been a great and fruitful year serving as a
full-time missionary here at Baylor, and I can’t wait to see what God has planned for me
for the remainder of my stay here in Waco and my time with FOCUS.
Hi, my name is Erin Corbett. I became a FOCUS missionary after two years of teaching at
a Catholic school in Colorado Springs. This is my second year working as a missionary at
Baylor. The Lord has truly blessed me with the people I have encountered at St. Peter!
Hi! My name is Matthew Christen and I am a FOCUS missionary from Mesa, AZ. I
graduated from Arizona State with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. Discerning the
call to serve through FOCUS involved many prayerful hours spent meditating with our
Blessed Mother’s Fiat in Luke 1:38; “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to
me according to your word.” That verse along with my personal favorite (Matthew 6:33)
has launched me into mission with FOCUS and I have never been happier working to
build His Kingdom!
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Liturgy Spotlight
Probably every Catholic has struggled during the Mass with what has
often been called ‘recollection’, that is, giving your attention to God by bringing
together all the scattered bits of ourselves. Priests, so I’m told, have to work at
recollection, too. Life has so many little tasks to be done, so many various things to
be attended to, and while God hates nothing he has created, it is still something
all its own to attend to God in prayer and in worship. Without the wellspring of
worship as it’s found in the liturgy, life is bound to feel flat and one-dimensional, as
though my sense of self is exhausted by the social roles I fulfill or the people I know
or the work I do.
That’s why I love serving at the altar with Fr Daniel. Facing toward the east, ad
orientem, he leads by example, praying and expecting and waiting for the Son. His
own discipline helps me, whether I am serving him at the altar or am in the nave
gathered with the other faithful. It’s training in learning how to be with God, and
it dignifies us all by showing us that gathering with others is not just one more
political rally, lecture hall, or sporting event, but something entirely different, the
beginning point of how everything might become ‘on earth as it is in heaven’.
– Adam Meyers

By the standards of modernized Christian trends,
the Catholic liturgy may be considered dull. However, while lacking
in emotional content, the rewards offered by the liturgy cannot be
fathomed. The liturgy of our Church leaves each individual believer
to extract what one would from the experience. What it offers by way
of solemn atmosphere and rich theological significance embedded
in the entire structure of the liturgy need only be grasped by us. Once
we do, it may be life changing. I remember such a moment. Like all
Catholics should, I understood the doctrine of transubstantiation; I
knew that the Eucharist is actually Jesus in person. By “understood”
I mean I had an abstract intellectual understanding of what
happens during the consecration. However, like a father of a
newborn who has yet to process with his whole being the fortune
he is blessed with, I lacked the emotional recognition of Christ’s real
presence. But once I fully grasped that part of the liturgy, the sound
of “this is my body given up for you” took a new meaning for me.
By consequence, each step of the way leading to communion changed - the whole liturgy - appeared to me different than before,
something far from dull, something  surpassing the standards set by our own times. –Tae Hun Park

Best Ways to Support St. Peter Catholic Student Center:
Our students rely on your prayers and private individual donations to support the many ministries, programs, and activities which are
offered at St. Peter's. Please consider making an impact gift in the lives of the 3,000+ Catholics at Baylor!
Here are a just few ways to support our growing Catholic community:

Bayl
Bayl
Bayl
Bayl

Gifts - lic
Consider a gift of insurance, Charitable Gift
- Intercession
Cath
rPrayers
Cath
lic & Mass intentions for the souls andBayl rPlanned
Annuity, or bequest
lives of students
Collection
Tree - Endowment
gifts of $500 or more
rSunday
Cath
lic- All first collection tithing goes directly
Bayl rGiving
Cath
lic
to St. Peter's
For more information or to make a donation, visit:
Faith Society
rLiving
Cath
lic - Automatic monthly withdrawal of
www.baylorcatholic.org
support (EFT/CC)
Contact:
Receptions
Make
a
dynamic
impact
by
attending
our
r Cath lic
John Smith, Director of Development
upcoming Waco Reception (May 12th) or by generously
hosting your own reception

johnsmith@baylorcatholic.org ~ 608-886-5355
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P.O. Box 6060
1415 S. 9th Street
Waco, Texas 76706
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SCHEDULE

(During the School Year)

Sunday Mass
9:30 am, 11:30 am, 9 pm
Extraordinary Form Latin
Saturday 5:30 pm
Daily Schedule
Mass: M, T, Th, F 5:30pm
Mass: W 12:15pm
Confession: W, Th 5:30pm
Adoration: W 5:30pm
STAFF
Director
Fr. Daniel Liu
FrDaniel@baylorcatholic.org
Director of Development
John Smith
JohnSmith@baylorcatholic.org
Center Coordinator
Amy Lopez
AmyLopez@baylorcatholic.org

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Senior Reception................. May 9
Waco Reception.................May 12
Baccalaureate Mass..........May 13
For more information visit
www.baylorcatholic.org

Like us on Facebook!
Alumni: Let us know who you are,
what year you graduated, and
what you are doing now! We’d
love to hear from you!

Easter Vigil Mass: featuring the eight people received into the Church and their sponsors.

