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Sanctuary Spotlight – Oriented towards God
Saint Peter is proceeding with a simple renovation of the Sanctuary and choir area.
This re-arrangement will better orient the liturgy and make some important changes to the church’s
acoustics. The most immediately visible part of the renovation includes the construction of a large
ornate backdrop for the Sanctuary, reminiscent of traditional high Altars, which will allow Father Daniel
to move the tabernacle to the center of the sanctuary where a more singular focus on the main action
of the Liturgy, the Institution of the Eucharist, may serve to better unite our prayers, attention, and
offering at any given Mass.

Liturgical Logic – In some circumstances it makes sense for a tabernacle to be placed off center
from the Sanctuary. For example, in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, the number of visitors requires a private
side chapel for prayerful adoration. In a small church like St. Peter Catholic Student Center, however,
placing the tabernacle to the side of the church means that the liturgical emphasis winds up being split
by the dual focus on the tabernacle and the Altar. Also, when the tabernacle stands off to the side, the
priest has to routinely leave the Sanctuary when saying mass in order to access the tabernacle. By moving the tabernacle to the center of the church, this renovation allows for a unified emphasis on Christ as
present both in the tabernacle and on the altar.

Design Aesthetics – The actual design will include two columns, an entablature, and a base upon which the tabernacle stands.
This main piece is currently being built by a contractor and ought to be completed around the time this newsletter goes to print. Once
installed, students will complete the ornate painting and decoration. This decoration will include painted leaves and volutes on the
column capitols, decoration on the base and entablature, and a star pattern on blue to offset both the tabernacle and the crucifix. Next,
the design will include a painted arch painted trompe l’oeil so that it will look like a three-dimensional part of the structure with depth,
despite the lack of space for a real arch.

Marian Moment – Moving the tabernacle to center, furthermore, allows the statue of Mary to move to the niche where the
tabernacle currently stands, giving space for votive candles which currently do not exist. This niche will also include the same blue star
pattern to be painted by students.
Student Service-Learning – The student involvement in this project is an important element because it allows them to take
responsibility for their student center that primarily exists in service to them. It will also allow them to give back in service when limited
resources might make other forms of tithing more difficult.
Finally, the renovation includes removing carpet and putting in a new laminate tile floor in the choir area. This will improve the acoustics
and better accommodate the new organ that has been donated to St. Peter.
We are very grateful for all those who have given of their time to support the vision for this renovation, the drawing and architectural
talent of Mr. Philip Nielsen who concretized the vision of the Aesthetics Committee, and the generous donors who brought this vision
to fulfillment through the offering of their treasure.
If you have yet and would like to contribute to our renovation project, we would greatly appreciate any additional financial support
allowing for the full expense of the project to be covered by the time of completion. God bless!
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Director’s Spotlight – Fr. Daniel Liu
Every New Year can bring new hope,
and I felt especially hopeful after
coming back from the Christmas break.
Firstly, attending SEEK 2017 in San
Antonio with 13,000 Catholic college
students and several hundred priests
was such an encouraging and joy-filled
event that brought a lot of graces to
the 90 students that participated from
here. Hearts were kindled, minds were
enlightened, and fellowship was strengthened. I have seen first-

hand the enthusiasm and zeal for faith carry in the students over
through the beginning of the semester, especially in their desire
to take ownership of their Catholic faith and share it with others.
Additionally, I am also excited for some modest renovations to
our chapel that should enhance the worship experience of our
liturgies, especially through visual beauty. I hope these few pages
can show you some of this reasons for this joy and hope that
we have been blessed with. None of this is possible without a
people who are invested in and truly care for this ministry, which
belongs to God but has been entrusted to us. Thank you for your
commitment and support.

New Council Members and Development Staff
Terry and Sinda Vanderpool
Dr. Sinda K. Vanderpool has
lived in Waco and worked at
Baylor University since 2004. She
holds a Ph.D. from Princeton
University and a B.A. from
Davidson College, and she
currently serves as the Associate
Vice Provost for Academic
Enrollment Management. She has
also served as a faculty member in the Modern Languages and
Cultures Department and as the Director of CASA, the College of
Arts and Sciences Advisement office. As Associate Vice Provost,
she works oversees the Paul L. Foster Success Center and works
with academic leaders across campus to improve recruitment
and student success strategies. Recently, Dr. Vanderpool’s
work has focused on enhancing institutional efforts to help
underrepresented students (low income, minority, first generation,
veterans) find a path to success at Baylor.
Sinda has been married to Terry Vanderpool for over 20 years.
Terry practices business law and is responsible for starting the
Waco Downtown Farmer’s Market and successfully campaigning
to build a permanent building for St. Philip Catholic Church in
China Spring. Sinda and Terry have both served in leadership roles
at St. Philip. Terry has served on the Board of the Central Texas
Fellowship of Catholic Men; Sinda serves as a Core Team member
for St. Louis Youth and has served as an ACTS Team member. She
also is a Lector and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
Terry and Sinda have three children. Jordan is a senior at China
Spring High School; Nathan is a freshman at China Spring High
School; Kalin is a second grader at Live Oak Classical School. As a
family, the Vanderpools try to spend as much time as possible in
the outdoors camping, hiking, and running.

Antonio & Paula Macias
Dr. Macias joined Baylor University in 2014 as an Assistant Professor of Finance. Dr. Macias has previously taught at Texas Christian
University and at Purdue University for a total of 6 years. He earned
his B.S. as Chemical Engineer from the Tech of Monterrey (ITESM)

in Mexico, his 2 MSc (Industrial Engineering-Engineering
Management and Engineering
Economic Systems-Operations Research) from Stanford
University, and his PhD in
Finance from Purdue University. His research interests are in
Empirical Corporate Finance, in
particular Mergers and Acquisitions. Dr. Macias has ample international work experience as a practitioner in M&A having worked for 6
years with CEMEX, one of the most active international acquirers in
the last 20 years. He is fluent in English and Spanish, and conversational in German and French.
Dr. Macias, born in Mexico City, and his wife, Paula, born in El Paso,
have been married 18 years and have 6 children (5 girls and a
boy). They met while at Stanford University. Antonio and Paula
lead the Miles Christi groups that gather each month. Miles Christi
is a community of priests who emphasize the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius in their retreat apostolate. The Macias’ are devoted
members of the St. Gregory Society (Latin Mass Community) as
well as the Catholic home-schooling community in Waco. The
Macias’, entrusting their family to Mary, have named their little
family school, “Our Lady of Guadalupe Homeschool.”

Jesse Watters – Development Intern
My name is Jesse Watters and I
am a University Scholar studying
Great Texts and Mathematics. I
am a convert to Catholicism as of
May 2016. Prior to that I grew up
Protestant as a missionary kid in
Kathmandu, Nepal, where I lived
for the first twelve years of my life. I
love studying liturgical theology and
historical philosophy. In particular, I am interested in the liturgical
and analogical nature of Creation. At Baylor I am a part of the
Thomistic Institute and I am in the process of reestablishing an
ecumenical discussion group in the Honors Residential College.

Confraternity of Mary

Vocation Spotlight –

By John Smith

A Letter from Br. John David, CFR

St. Josemaria Escriva, founder of Opus
Dei, often used the phrase, “unity of
life,” to describe how we, as Catholics,
are called to invest ourselves entirely
in the work of God through our civic,
professional, and family activities. This
idea has recently taken shape to form an
apostolate at St. Peter Catholic Student Center: the Confraternity
of Mary.
The new apostolate, lead by a University Committee of three
Catholic faculty members from Baylor University, exists “to form
the spiritual community of Baylor Catholic faculty & staff and to
better serve Baylor Catholic students.”
Why the Confraternity of Mary? Not only does Mary offer a
distinctly Catholic identity to the group, but as Catholics, we know
that life comes from a mother, and it is indeed so, our Christian
life comes from our Mother, the Most Holy Virgin Mary. She, we
might say, is then also the Mother of our apostolate because our
apostolic life is founded upon, formed, and developed in her
Son, Jesus Christ. Integrating our faith into our professional lives
draws us closer together (and to Jesus!) and allows us to give
even greater witness to the unity that we, as Catholics, cherish as
our work continues at Baylor University. Join us as we pray for all
university personnel!
In fact, now more than ever, as Baylor anticipates its next
president, we’re witness to a beautiful flourishing of ecumenism
unlike ever before. And so, as Catholics, this offers us a very special
opportunity to engage in prayerful, thoughtful and earnest
conversations around the Catholic intellectual tradition and the
role we have to assist in the advancement of a deeper respect for
human dignity, the role of marriage, ethical discourse, and how
we, as Catholics, identify our core beliefs in the simple phrase, Lex
Orandi, Lex Credendi. Our Liturgical life, deeply rooted in Tradition,
comes to form our intellectual life and to allow us to flourish as
disciples of Jesus.
If you would like more information, please contact Chairperson,
Dr. Emily Hunter (Emily_M_Hunter@Baylor.edu).

SEEK2017
FOCUS Catholic Conference
San Antonio, Texas

10 December 2016
Dear Fr. Daniel and St. Peter Community,
God’s peace be with you! Merry Christmas!
I am writing to you from the CFR Novitiate
here in Newark, NJ.
Normally, we can’t write, but an exception was made to
send these cards. I want you all to know that I offer prayers
and sacrifices for your intentions often, particularly for Fr.
Daniel, the FOCUS Missionaries, and the Awakening Retreat
Staff. God has been so incredibly good to me since I came to
religious life and I am so grateful for the countless blessings I
received from Him through St. Peter Catholic Student Center:
First Holy Communion, Confirmation, Holy Hours, Daily Mass,
Retreats, Liturgy of the Hours, food & fun, and a place to find
my very best friends, whose prayers support me now!
Many things that form the foundation of my life now involves
Daily Mass & Liturgy of the Hours, an hour of personal
Scripture meditation, a Holy Hour, and a Rosary. I regularly
do pro-life ministry, service to the poor in our neighborhood,
parish missions, and retreats. So much of this began at St.
Peter.
Please continue to pray, pouring yourselves into your
precious community there, where you might come to know
your own Catholic identity as a Beloved Son or Daughter of
the Most High God, a God Who stands ready and waiting
in the Tabernacle at St. Peter and in the tabernacle of your
heart; take a moment to be with Him and receive His Divine
Love for you. Allow that love to take root and bear fruit of a
holy life, even now in college. Give Jesus everything! Hold
back nothing of yourself for yourself because God is good
and He loves you. God bless you all. You are all in my prayers.
Your brother in Christ,
Br. John David, CFR (Alex Scheibner)

FOCUS Spotlight: SEEK2017
SEEK is a large Catholic conference that is put on by FOCUS every two years for college students across the
country. This year, SEEK 2017 took place in San Antonio, TX and was attended by 13,000 college students. For five days, students
heard from amazing Catholic speakers from around the country, participated in the sacraments, and gathered together in Eucharistic
Adoration to praise our Lord. This experience is a turning point in many young people’s lives in which they come to experience the
truth of our Catholic faith and strive more eagerly to live a Christ-centered life.
Clarissa Pompa – won a free trip to SEEK; “I was chosen specifically Josh Urrutia – I felt I was worthless, alone, not enough. At SEEK,
especially in adoration, I am not alone. It put me in check, to not be
to go to SEEK;” the talks hit “the depths of my soul”
so prideful. “I am a tank on the outside, but a soft brownie on the
Ella Carbonara – 2nd time at SEEK; before SEEK spiritual dryness
inside.” I am not alone!
and could not feel God’s presence; “in adoration my heart
Bridgette Butler – I knew it in my head, but not in my heart and
changed;” “I choose You”
soul. The Eucharist is Christ y’all! Hearing other people’s stories
Ivan Trevino – new outlook; realization; talk to the Augustinian
brings me so much affirmation.
friars every night; Paul Darrow’s “Against All Odds” talk amazed me.
The friars showed me that I can find God in and outside the chapel, Lauren DePizzol – I have been a super lukewarm Catholic
basically forever. My main take away came from the conversations
in beauty, in art.
I had. Talking with a friend who went who is not Catholic was so
Priscila Suastegui – thought the talks would change me the most,
powerful. Being a lukewarm Catholic is almost as wore as being
but it was the Mass! The importance of the Mass; seeing all the
an atheist; very powerful and motivational. I got to know Mary
Bishops and priests present; “13,000 college students on their knees”
more! Mary only ever told us to do 4 things and with unbelievable
promises.
Claire Hutyra – Seek was way out of my comfort zone; newfound
devotion and love of Mary; reading 33 days to morning glory;
“my goal was to hug all the nuns;” little old nun said “Jesus is crazy
about you.”

Martin Lechuga – talked with Chris the whole ride back about
everything; Mark Hart was favorite talk; true definition of love;
Dr. Sri talking about love; “Am I giving enough love to people as I
should be?” I felt Jesus taking my cross off; I felt weightless, literally
light. I spilled all the beans in confession and I’ve never done that
before. I realized that I need to practice chastity, especially for my
future wife and my future family. It was a miracle that money was
provided for me to go.
Gabbie Reyna – Seeing John O’Leary play the piano… I literally
take everything for granted. That is my daughter. The only thing I
could say was “I am your daughter.”

Andrew Ferrara – I related to the runner in Mark Hart’s talk
because I am trying to finish the race here at Baylor; my brothers
got up and walked toward Christ with me in adoration; I have
people to walk with me; “And I
tripped over someone…I pretty
much totally wiped out…but
I got up and apologized to the
dude;” I saw Jake following Jesus
and I felt like I needed to get up
and go walk with him. I am not
alone.
Josh – It’s something you
don’t see everyday… you’re at
Whataburger and 7 priests walk
by. The biggest thing is to look
up to God. As long as I look up
God I can keep going.

Spiritual Direction: Divine Help in Finding the Way
By Randolph Davidson

The Ancient Greek word nostos translates as ‘a homecoming.’
Curiously enough, humans have always had a fascination with this idea,
the idea of one who is lost finding their way home. The stories induce
this wonderful paradox of heart-wrenching and heart-warming feelings,
too; they move us. It makes sense that they do because we are living our
own homecoming journey, whether or not it may seem that way.
Our homecoming story starts in Genesis 3 of the Bible, the Fall of
Man. God created man, and we were in communion with Him. Then,
according to Dante Alighieri’s Paradiso, we sinned about six hours
after being created. Ever since, we have journeyed on our own nostos,
walking on the path back to where we once were, in full communion
with God.
I am incredibly blessed to have found myself at St. Peter’s. It
would take a much longer piece to describe all the ways in which
this beautiful parish gives aid on our homecoming, but here I focus
on one very special way: spiritual direction.
Spiritual direction might best be explained with an example.
In J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, those in attendance at the
Council of Elrond discover that the only way to save the world from
destruction is to take the Ring to Mordor and destroy it, a journey
that promises salvation, but goes through hardship and desolation.
After mulling it over a moment, the humble hobbit Frodo steps
forward, saying “I will take the Ring, though I do not know the way.”
The wise wizard Gandalf walks over to him in reply, “I will help you
bear this burden, Frodo Baggins, as long as it is yours to bear.”
When we choose to take the path back to communion with
God, we choose the life of devotion. We choose to bear the Ring.
The spiritual director is one “who will guide us by his counsel and
advice” as St. Francis de Sales writes in his Introduction to the Devout
Life. As long as we choose to make the journey, our spiritual director
will help us along the way. Spiritual direction is the one-on-one
counseling of the devout one on his prayerful and spiritual journey
toward God by a very spiritually adept person, usually a priest or
consecrated person. It is important to note that the director is not
the one directing. God directs. The director merely allows God to
direct through him.
I began receiving spiritual direction in September of 2016, not
too long ago. I had heard of spiritual direction, but all I really knew
was that it was considered another way to deepen my relationship
with God. Sounds pretty good, right? So, without really knowing
what I was asking for, I asked Fr. Daniel if he would begin directing

me. He graciously agreed, bless him. The first meeting lasted about
an hour and I left with a concrete plan to improve my prayer. When
we began, my mind flooded with thoughts and fears, but Fr. Daniel
calmed me down and walked with me through my heart slowly and
methodically, asking clarifying questions and answering questions
of my own. And we simply walked wherever the Holy Spirit led the
conversation. Because it was the first direction, we mostly mapped
out my prayer spirituality - how I pray most fruitfully and listen to
God’s voice in my life.
The biggest question I had in that first session was “What
should I do in adoration?” I overthink very easily, and in adoration I
would scold myself for asking too much from God and not giving
enough thanksgiving and praise, then I would begin worrying that
I was talking too much in prayer and not allowing myself to listen
to God’s voice. Before I actually prayed well, adoration would end.
After listening to me trip over my words describing my concern with
adoration, Fr. Daniel gently walked with me through my concern and
suggested a different way to approach praying in adoration. Instead
of floundering over trying to find what I thought God wanted me to
say, he suggested I simply meet God where I am. If I’m having a bad
day, I tell God about it. If I’m having a good day, I tell God about it.
If I’m tired and just want to rest, I just rest in God’s presence. Simple
stuff, but so amazingly fruitful. And this is just one of the matters
addressed in that first meeting. Since then, the directions consist of
us going over the previous month’s highs and lows spiritually and
otherwise. I show him what weighs on my heart and how I attempt
to discern God’s voice in my life; Fr. Daniel walks with me and advises
me how to stay on the path with counsel and different ways to pray.
I cannot thank Fr. Daniel and St. Peter’s enough for offering this
ministry. The journey back home becomes very confusing very quickly!
At least I make mine that way. But I and everyone around me have
the opportunity for guidance in making straight our path. I highly
recommend spiritual direction for all seeking to better hear God’s voice
in their life – this is what the result has been in my life since starting
spiritual direction. For further encouragement, read the words of St.
Teresa of Avila: “You can never so surely discover God’s will as through
the channel of humble obedience taught and practiced by all the
saints of olden time.” In His merciful love, God gives us what we need
to make it back home. We simply need to ask God to make the path
clear, and accept the divine help along the way.

Best Ways to Support St. Peter Catholic Student Center:
Our students rely on your prayers and private individual donations to support the many ministries, programs, and activities which are
offered at St. Peter. Please consider making an impact gift in the lives of the 3,000+ Catholics at Baylor!
Here are a just few ways to support our growing Catholic community:
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Gifts - lic
Consider a gift of insurance, Charitable Gift
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For more information, set up a tour, or to make a donation, visit:
Faith Society
rLiving
Cath
lic - Automatic monthly gifts directly
www.baylorcatholic.org
support the operational budget (EFT/CC)
Contact: John Smith, Director of Development
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holding a small reception to generate support!
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St. Peter Catholic Student Center
P.O. Box 6060
1415 S. 9th Street
Waco, Texas 76706
Phone: (254) 757-0636

SCHEDULE

(During the School Year)

Sunday Mass
9:30 am, 11:30 am, 9 pm
Extraordinary Form Latin
Saturday 5:30 pm
Daily Schedule
Mass: M, T, Th, F 5:30pm
Mass: W 12:15pm
Confession: 4:30pm
Adoration: 4:30pm
STAFF
Director
Fr. Daniel Liu
FrDaniel@baylorcatholic.org
Director of Development
John Smith
JohnSmith@baylorcatholic.org
Center Coordinator
Amy Lopez
AmyLopez@baylorcatholic.org
Music Director
Dr. Janya Martin
Janya_Martin@baylor.edu

SEEK2017

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Benefactor’s Mass ................. Feb 25
Confirmation Mass ...............Mar 17
Annual Waco Reception ..... Apr 20
Last Day of Classes ................May 1
Baccalaureate Mass ............May 12
For more information visit
www.baylorcatholic.org

Like us on Facebook!
Alumni: Let us know who you are,
what year you graduated, and
what you are doing now! We’d
love to hear from you!

